
Hindon Surgery News – ‘Flu Clinics and Blood Pressure   
 

We are making changes to the way we deliver our ‘flu vaccinations this year, as 
due to Covid-19 infection control measures, it will not be possible to do them in 

the surgery.  We have been asked to increase the uptake of ‘flu vaccination this 
year.  In Hindon this is already the highest in Wiltshire at around 90% for those 
aged 65 and over and above 75% for younger patients at increased risk.  These 

are the people most at risk from Covid-19 and the NHS doesn’t want anyone to 
have to cope with having both at the same time.  Fortunately ‘flu vaccination is 

safe and effective and last year we had no emergency admissions with ‘flu and in 
the past 15 years have had few admissions and no deaths.  
 

Some of our patients have already experienced having a vaccine whilst sat in 
their car in the surgery car park, or having a Covid 19 swab test in a drive 

through testing centre.  So we are combining the learning from both to deliver 
our seasonal ‘flu campaign as a drive-through service at Berwick Farms on the 
Fonthill Estate. 

 
We are working out the details, but we plan to do this on some weekends in 

September and October.  Our staff will be in PPE and patients will be asked to 
come at a specific time and directed to drive to the vaccination spot, lower the 

car window and present an exposed upper arm for the jab.  This will be 
complicated and we will need the help of all our patients to ensure it goes well 
as we will not have our usual flexibility to deliver the service. 

 
We hope that everyone who can use the drive-through service does, but we will 

still do jabs at home or in the surgery car park for those who need this. 
 
We have over 450 patients on regular treatment for high blood pressure and 

many more with other long term conditions that need regular blood tests and 
monitoring of weight and blood pressure.  Thank you to all our patients who 

have started doing this using their own scales and BP monitors and please can 
everyone start doing this – it will be the standard management in the future.  
Many patients will need a blood test just once a year with a check on weight and 

blood pressure (done by you and reported to us) every six months.  We will have 
a remote consultation after we have the readings and results.  Most patients will 

have been sent an email about this already. 
 
Judy Anderson is retiring soon and we are expanding the surgery staff to have 

two receptionists working every morning – not only to greet patients at the front 
door and ensure they are safe but also to cope with the huge increase in 

telephone calls, emails, messages put on the website and help with all the 
changes we have made.  The surgery may have few patients inside the building 
but we are busier than usual.  

 
Whilst Covid-19 has accelerated many changes that we were starting to  

implement, like the self-monitoring of blood pressure and weight as above, 
others like progress on building a new surgery had been paused.  This is now 
starting up again and we hope to give updates over the next few months.  

 



Our thanks to all our patients for adapting to our new ways and to all the 
volunteers who are supplying medicines to over five hundred patients with 

barely a hitch.  Keep safe and enjoy the rest of the summer. 
 

Patrick Craig-McFeely and Sally Hayes  


